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ARTICLES COURTS ET NOTES

4118 : ON THE PRESENCE OF
RUSTY-MARGINED FLYCATCHER
Myiozetetes cayanensis (Tyrannidae)

IN PARAGUAY

Sur la présence du Tyran de Cayenne Myiozetetes caya-
nensis (Tyrannidae) au Paraguay. Les premières données
concernant le Tyran de Cayenne obtenues au Paraguay sont
présentées dans cette note. L'espèce y était attendue depuis
longtemps ce qui nous permet d’examiner sa répartition
dans l'extrême Sud-Ouest de son aire de répartition.

Mots clés : Myiozetetes cayanensis, Myiozetetes similis,
Sous-espèce, Forêt galerie, Paraguay, Canindeyú, Concep-
ción, Río Apa, Río Piratíy.

Key words: Myiozetetes cayanensis, Myiozetetes similis,
Subspecies, Gallery forest, Paraguay, Canindeyú, Concep-
ción, Río Apa, Río Piratíy.

Field identification of Rusty-margined Myiozetetes
cayanensis and Social Myiozetetes similis Flycatchers is
a notoriously complex issue that was addressed by RE-
STALL (2009). He concluded that variation between
subspecies across the widely sympatric range of both

species necessitated a regional approach to diagnosis,
and that the subspecies occurring in southern Brazil
are particularly similar. Consequently he concluded
that knowledge of the vocalizations of both species is
required to confidently identify them.

Social Flycatcher is a widespread and often com-
mon species in Paraguay, ranging almost throughout
the Oriental region of the country in the Cerrado, At-
lantic Forest and Mesopotamian Grassland eco-re-
gions of the country (GUYRA PARAGUAY, 2005). Occur-
rence west of the Río Paraguay, in the Humid Chaco
eco-region is marginal and there are no recent records
there (GUYRA PARAGUAY, 2004).

In the latest thorough review of the Paraguayan
avifauna Rusty-margined Flycatcher was “not evalu-
ated”, this being defined as a species which has previ-
ously appeared in lists of Paraguayan avifauna, but
for which “no details of the records are available”
(GUYRA PARAGUAY, 2004), and it was omitted entirely
from the first modern review of the national avifauna
by HAYES (1995). Here we report the first docu-
mented records of Rusty-margined Flycatcher in
Paraguay.
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MAP 1.– Location of the
observations of the first
Paraguayan records of Rusty-
margined Flycatcher
(Myiozetetes cayanensis) Río
Piratiy, Departamento
Candindeyú
(24°02’17”S/54°23’24”W)
and the second, Colonia 6 de
Enero, Departamento
Concepción, Paraguay on the
south shore of the Río Apa
(22°15’54’’S/56°54’06’’W).
Localisation des premières
observations du Tyran de
Cayenne au Paraguay.
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NP and AC observed, photographed (FAUNA

PARAGUAY, 2013) and made a recording of the voice of
an unidentified Myiozetetes on the Río Piratiy, Depar-
tamento Candindeyú [24°02’17’’S/54°23’24’’W, Map
(1)] on 21 February 2012. Comparison with online
recordings confirmed it to be the first confirmed
Paraguayan record of M. cayanensis.

Additionally on 9 June 2013 at a camp just north of
Colonia 6 de Enero on the banks of the Río Apa
[22º15’54’’ S / 56°54’06’’ W, Map (2)], Departamento
Concepción, the characteristic descending whistled
call (RESTALL, 2009) of the Rusty-margined Flycatcher
was heard from the canopy of disturbed gallery forest
at sunrise by PS, RD, HDC and AA. The call was com-
pared directly with Brazilian vocalizations of the
species downloaded from www.xeno.canto.org (RI-
CARDO GAGLIARDI) and this recording was used as play-
back to attract three individuals which continued to
vocalize in the same manner. A short recording of one
bird whistling is available online (FAUNA PARAGUAY,
2013). The birds could be observed to closely resemble
Social Flycatcher, but all possessed a blackish head pat-
tern, brownish (as opposed to greenish) mantle and
reddish edges to the flight feathers (FAUNA PARAGUAY,
2013). A short video taken of a pair of duetting birds
(FAUNA PARAGUAY, 2013) shows them briefly perform-
ing a faster song identical to A recording (www.xeno-
canto.org, ERIC DE FONSO) from Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Given the complexities of species level identifica-
tion of these birds, we elect not to attempt to assign
these observations to subspecies, but note that the pale
edgings to the wing coverts associated with the sub-
species erythropterus did not appear to be present in
the observed individuals.

The Río Apa forms the Paraguay/Brazil border with
Paraguayan Departamentos Concepción and Amam-
bay on the southern bank and the Brazilian state of
Mato Grosso do Sul to the north, and the Río Piratiy
runs close to the Brazilian border near the Cordillera
de Mbaracayú, where the Brazilian states of Mato
Grosso do Sul and Paraná meet. The species is appar-
ently widespread throughout much of Mato Grosso do
Sul (TUBELIS & TOMAS, 2003; PIVATTO et al., 2006), hav-
ing been reported from very close to the Paraguayan
border at Porto Murtinho (PACHECO & BAUER, 1994).

However there are no records from Paraná to date
(SCHERER-NETO et al., 2011), though the proximity of
the Río Piratíy record to that state suggests it is of likely
occurrence there too.

The presence of the species in Paraguay was to be
expected, and the lack of previous records is probably
due in part to a general unfamiliarity with the species
in the Paraguayan ornithological community leading
to the assumption that all Myiozetetes in the country
refer to Social Flycatcher.

The species may be expected to be more widespread
in Paraguay than is currently known and we hope that
this documentation of the species will be the first step
towards a clearer definition of the southwestern limits
of the range of Rusty-margined Flycatcher.
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