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4 tangle of bromeliad rootlets on its lop, 3“_“
measured 12 (height) X 15 (width) em. The
nest entrance, partially camouflaged by an
overhanging awning, measured 3.2 (height) X
3.5 (width) cm. The nest differed in two as-
< from a nest found by Anjos and Schuch-
mann (1999); the entrance was closer o the
top than to the bottom of the nest and no cone-
shaped plant material was attached to'it.

Five observation sessions (0.5-2.5 h each;
75 h total) were distributed throughout the
day between 10-14 October from a concealed
position 10 m from the pest. Overall the nest
was attended for 46.3% of the time, 45.6% by
the female and 0.7% by the male. Unattended
periods lasted 16-38 min [mean = 217285
(SD), n = 6]. Supporting my impression that
the young had recently hatched, the female
brooded them (Sargent 1993) for bouts that
fasted 17-73 min (31.0 = 23.5 min, n = 5).
The presence of the male in the nest was very
brief (0.5 = 0.1 min, range 0.3-0.6 min, n =
6), probably only long enough to deliver food
to the nestlings.

Parents visited the nest most of the timé
together (seven of nine visits, the remaining
two were by the female alone) at 36-59 min
intervals (45.0 £ 9.1 min, n = 5). There were
1.06 feeding visits per nestling per hour, sim-
ilar to that reported for other euphonias (0.75-
1.33; Skutch 1989). As observed for other eu-
phonias (e.g., White-vented Euphonia, E. min-
uta, Skutch 1972; Yellow-throated Euphonia,
E. hirundinaceae, Sargent 1993) the male
Chestnut-bellied Euphonia preceded his mate
in feeding the young in six of the seven joint
visits to the mest. After the male completed
his feeding duty, he perched on a suspended
root 1.5 m from the nest and followed the fe-
male closely half her way to the nest. When
she entered the nest, the male turned in midair
and returned to the perch. Such escorting
flight has been observed in a variety of birds
(Skutch 1981), including the Yellow-throated
Euphonia (Sargent 1993). Unlike that species,
the female Chestnut-bellied Euphonia was

never observed escorting her mate to the nest.
~ On the morning of 15 October I observed
‘both parents making a series of unsuccessful
‘altempts to enter the nest. Upon inspecting the
nest chamber 1 found both nestlings dead,
- completely covered by workers of the army
- ant (Labidus praedator). Attacks on bird nes-

tlings by ants seem to be rare, being more
common in open than in forested areas, Oniki
(1979, 1985) reported only 14 of 4089 nests
depredated by ants in Manaus and Belém in
the Brazihan Amazon. All 14 nests were lo-
cated in open terrains. Fire ants (Solenapsis
invicta, Myrmicinae), an inhabitant of open
areas, are the most frequent nest attacking ant
reported (Skutch 1931, 1951, 1986; Dickinson
1995 and references included). Other instanc-
es involve ants of the genus Monomorium
(Myrmicinae; Parker 1977). Although Skutch
(1986) thought that army ants rarely harm bird
eggs or nestlings, Schneirla (1956 in Holldob-
ler and Wilson 1990) cbserved nestlings killed
by the army ant Eciton burchelli (Ecitoninae).
Gotwald (1995) classifies L. praedator as an
indiscriminate predator that forages day and
night taking a variety of arthropods, carcasses
of dead animals, and vegetable material. As
far as I know this is the first report of L. prae-
dator preying upon nestling birds. The low
height of the nest (0.8 m compared to 2-4 m
of other reports; Isler and Isler 1987, Anjos
and Schuchmann 1999) may have facilitated
its detection by foraging ants. 1 observed
worker E. burchelli climbing 8 m up a tree to
attack a wasp’s nest. Therefore, there is op-
portunity for the nomadic and highly carniv-
orous army ants to find and attack bird nests
in tropical forests. The paucity of such events
in the literature might only reflect the rarity
with which they are witnessed in nature,
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